AGAINST -THE 


E RRON LFEOUS, 


OR RATHER 


BLASP HEMOUS; 
Opinions of ſome People in this 


Our Corrupt AGE ; 


Concerning rhe Trueand Real Canis | 
of Man's falling, into thoſe Grols! 
and Notorious S1ns, which do com-: 
monly prove his Eternal Ruine. 


Made plain in a ſhort Diſcourſe, being the ſubſtance of 
Two Sens upon the 13 ; 144 15. Verles of the 1ſt Chap. 
of St. James. Let nz Man "fay when he is tempted, 1 am tem: 
pted of God , &c. 
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[1 -_ e ace, 
Chriſtian Reader, 


j Ha not in all my few labours 21:4 ſtudies either heard of, Or met with any 
| | extrre Treatiſc ofthis kind or nate, ain daily Perce wing the Sprit 0.0 Diſ- 
| ſention beyorrd Meaſ:rrc Operating amo!” /t the generality of iſankind, [o that if it 
| w-re poſſible he would beguile and ſeduce the very Eleit - I rhonght fir therefore 119017 
| a ſerious Conſideration, toendcavoui to put aſtop to the malicions Project of the Devil, 
- 2P/20, 4 rmceſſantly ſtriving to draw min headley? into Eternal Perdition with himſcl”, 
eſpecially by inſinaat ing into them ſome bl eſpnem 3145 t Doug ts of t ve Alm 'ghty,gccor ding 
| zo that which youll ſind mention'd in the folloning Diſcourſe, vir. That he hs ap- 
aunted ſome on purpoſe, asit Were, for tre crndlefs Torvents of Hell, xs well as orcs 
| for the Enjoyment of Evcrlaſting Bliſs 5 and that (they being ſo voluntarily pre- 
| deſtinated) if they aid nſe-all imaninable means, there car: be no hopes or poſſibility of 
| 8 repeal ;, which in my opinion, 1s a very great Blaiphemy, to think of jo Wiſe aid 
* Aﬀerciful a God as ours 1s, who did not only vouchſate to ſend his only begotte:: Sor 

Chriſt Feſus,to be a Propitiatory 8.crifice for all our Sins,but has left bis plain writtc? 
| Word, whereby if Men had but Grace to Rand and Þ; attice it, they might be eaſily 
PEonvinced of ſuch wicked Tmapinatioirs : He has alſo granted a Redemption and 
Deliverance from all Sins whatſoever, except that againſt the Holy Ghoſt, proviacd 
* that Men will timely and ſincerely perform the Conditions upon which they are proe 
anmiſed, My Courteous Reader, 7 ſhall not here trouble my ſelf with 2 ſccond Ex- 
Poſerion, but if you pleaſe diligently to peruſe the fllowins Treatiſe, 1 hope, 
through God's Grace, you'll find full ſatisſaftion concer:ins the whole Point + Beſides, 
you will find many othcr wicked conceits abont the ſame Matter, and all of them 
| ſrngly oppoſed and confirted by the plain Word of God : Therefore I ſhall nor here take 

time toreckon them up i their Order ;, neither will I recommend it to the protection ot 
' any particular Perſon, preſuming that it may be matcrial enongh in it [ol to Challenge 

a Patronage from all thoſc tht are avly way concerned jor the Intireſt and Honour 


of their Alaker. 


Naw, my Chriſtian Reader, 1 have zo more to add, tor the better offering of i: 
- zotby kind accepintion, but only this jealonable Admoitition, vim. Be not too curious, 
too inquiſitive, in ſearching after the things, which God 1s not pleaſed to Commu- 
nicate, to any himmane Capacity, according 10 that excellent Maxim in Philoſopiry, 
- qQueE ſupra Nos, nihil ad nos ; Hut yet abouve all. be careful and diligent to knw 
and underſtand theſe things which eſpec tally belong '0 thy Spiritual and Eternal Wet- 
| fare, always remembring that no Man can be too cireumſpcct in a buſineſs of ſo oreat 

# Moment ;, which that you, and I, and all may d», God of his infinite Mczcy 
grant, &c, Farewel, | 
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An Antid otc apainſt the Erroneous, 
or rather Blaſphemons , Opinions 
of ſome People in this onr Cor- 


rupr Age. &c. 
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forth D: ath. 


|. tlough all Scripture are inſpired by one and the fame Spirit of 
Fruth , yet have they an accitental difference, according to 
the Nature of the. Perr-mer that Cid firſt intite them, fome be- 
ing of a higher, others of a lower Style; fome hard and 1n- 
tricate, others more plain and cafie to be underſtocd. | 

And this, | preſume, it was that occaſtoned St. G-cn1ry to compare ſome 
Scriptures unto Jacob's haſty Rods, which were partly peeled, and partly 
covered ; others unto Acab's houle f Ivory. which was without any Cover- 
Ing at all. vw 

The Scripture which I have now mentioned unto you, is of the former 
fort, hard and difficult to be underitool : It craveth thereiore your bett 
attention whilſt it is i 1terpreted, and your chietelt affection when 1t 1s ap- 
plyed ; 1 will firit brictly an plainly, as I can, lay down the general heads, 
and atterwards come unto the particulars. 

1, We have here a full and compleat propoſition, v<. That God 1s not 
tne mover unto evil. nor the author of Sin : 

Let no men ſay whe! he is tempted, I am tempted of God, 

2. The Apoſtle TOUNC IN, 1nd ſtrengthens this propoiition by tyo Argu- 
Ments 1n the to!lowing \Words. The firſt whereof is drawa trom the 
A: 2 purity 


(© ) 
purity of God's divine Nature, and is part!; Negative, and partly Aﬀir- 
Me. | 

Nezative, Fe cannot be tempted with Foil, 

2. Aflirmative, #le temp! eth 19 Ala. 

E.-1 he ſecond Argument is drawn from the Corruption of Min's own 
Nature, arijiing out of the verſe following, where the Apoltle fetteth dowp 
the truc - id cficient Cauſe of Sin, w hich 15 our Own CO ncupilcence and 
delire ; FEUOY MAN 1s tempt cd wn he it dra ''y [5s gm [ut] f 1.4 Oiticed. 

And in the next place, by a kind of gralation, he proce. 4s turther to 
ſhew vs our Corruptio ON, 7 177 Jem: of of 12; Ce1 Mi Te: 11 FERCEU, In. the ved, Fl the 
bud, in the fruit. | 

In the ſced there 18, COMCHPIj CONT etifullarns. Pioatng CONCUPHECNCe, 1N the 
bud there 1s, coneupilcentia p 970CAans, WHIT 1, COMMAMCIRCE,. and mn the fruit 
there 1s, CONCApi/ Cert ia provenens, actull concupiſceiice: And. then follows 
the feRt whicl thus bitter Ro: as doth pres dn Cx. and that is Death : Wher 
Lu$t bath conceived, ut b;ingetb ortl, ſtr, and [tit ve nf 1h d brinzeth tort Death 
and Deſtruction, both to Body and Soul. | ' 

Theſe are parts that I chiefly defipn to int whe wy bat I'may tncreby:; 
vindicate the Honour and Juſtice of God, from 1 the 2 Blalphemous tho 1ohts of 
wicked and obſtinate People. 

This Propoſktion 13 the firſt point, that Gou is not the Mover unto 
Evil, nor the Author of Sin - A point, I muſt 1ceds conteſs, very hard and 
intricate, if rightly weighed and contulered ; and if we take it in its tull 
latitude, it will bring us to underſtand, it it were poſſible to be COmMPre- 
hended, how far God hath a hand jn the actions of lnning : A point fo 
bigh as the ligheſt Heavens, and dwelleth in Lizht as unſcarchable as God 
himſelf, covered with a Curtain of Sacred ſecretly, which ſhall never bs drawn 

_ aſide; for who is able to apprehend { that hath his habitation here upon 
Earth, and his dwellings amongſt us Mortals | how far the Council of God 
noeth In Orr: 19 _ diſpoſing of finful actions. 

The AZ::7c-ces were here driven to ſuch a ſtrait , that they fram'a two 
Gods unto themſehve 2s, to tne end that they might acquit one from being ac- 


celſary unto Evii. - Th ey cajled a goud God the Father of Chr iſt, and the 
Author ot the Br Teſtament : ; But "the other they ſurmiſed to be Ex 11,and 
the Author of the Old. nd this they ſay was he, who 13 ſaid to have 
hardcncd Pharoats heart, to hid Shemei curſe David! Y and aſt! 12 have 

delivered the Gentiles unto a reprobate ſenſe, Rom, 1. ws Bit, tas! foolifh 
men, they were decetved, for. the Apeſtle tells us plziuly, Eph. 4.6. That 


there is but one Lor: a, and ONC God. and Fathcr 0; all, who is above all, 
and throu2h ail, and 1n you all. 
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FIDGAS e 'Fhouzht, that any Veiictof Clay __ CONCCclve of Þis Maker , Who * 
14D folutely [X od, and ncither is, nor cn be, tempted with evil. 

And yet ou Ailverſuri. @ the- Papi! < hn :e not ituck to fither the birth of 
this -provipious Monſter, upon our wurch it ſelf, by affirming that we 
malitain It a5 a point of Doctrine, that God 1s the Mover unto ev 1], and. 
to conſequently the Author of fir: 1 tay our Church never afbrn'd it, and to 
redeem a thouſand Deaths 1: more were due unto our ſins, we v- ould not. 

'Tis true, this we fay,that whatiozver hath ſubſtance, being and perfecti- 
on 1n the-action of fin, God 1s the Anthor of it, becauſe it is p00d, and pro- 
ceedeth from him 7 whom we Hive, and move, and have our being, Ads 17. 28. 
pr lite, our motion, our being is from God ;, he is, Azima Andi, the very 

Life and Soul of the World. A Poet of the Gentiles did firſt dcliver It, 
but now ai Apoſtle of ours hath ratified it, and ſanttified it for a truth. 
Our Lite'1s God's, whether we live to him as we ought to do, or to the 
|uſts of the Fleſh, or after the plcaſure of the God of this \World, "the Prince 
of Darkneſs. Our Motion 1s his, Ian we lift up our hands to Prayer, 
or to Murther, or to S$tcalth, any other Out-rage. Our Eſſence is 
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tell jand he had'a purpote to fly his brother ; Now Cas could mover bay 
thought of the douth of Alte Tis $:C0S Cont noevcertiyce frenany oftcitiiy?y C1, 
in his gceceptedBicritice; nor 135 h24tt have-profecnts,Þ iti dolire ior bis 
hands have executed wich power-fo unnatural a tact, if Gol hd | 3t vive 


hum'ſtrength and activity to have vid the tor vice of =Y tacle tacultics 

To think, todelire, to more thy Parts of the Brify, are (the tout Crea- 
tures of God, and therein Confiiteth _: 1CHHON of Gol - Bit to-turi licks 
gitts of God unto ſv wicked, aid vil | 
was the ſin of C47 hi: \felf.the fant Gt lis -2ction 
in all our motions and actions Gol th | C1 ; 
righteous and good, byt as they are cvit and lintol, they chictly proce 
from the impure fountains of our hearts, for God can Bu way be tonclt'd 
with evil. . 
-- 3.: God may:be. ſaid to m ay g Ev, rr puraumom: grate Tc by 
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theſe things do commonly overtake Trem.. A qo ho fiaffolgriiole 1 
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Neither may we kere whe | Ty Vecank 461 
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booinity man; offending ie om. rathicr. through infiirmity -thanwmalice : 
Choy ſpeak a truth of Got, when they acxnowledge bis permihon of 1is, 
but not the velole truth heeaule tngoy thins ng omy permittetiiit, and fo they 
rake hin ainitle Tpectator of aireur actors: but four Our ſure Proceeding 


ti5 take alons with us theſe three Notes, v4, That God doth pre” 
Por nartiere, EX rate Peccitifnh, torcicc, |) ermit, and Ci{polc of the lintul 


F He Forctceth fin, he torofang the 1nvuuty of Flue, Tong before his be- 

antince of - reprovation was FORpa et 362i [ſt tin before he 
het done #7 94105975 ROM, 9, 14. He; teretold: the inhdemarortic 
Jews, (faith er. lite) Ad ter malicions Purpole: in complattine: the 


: ' - "I / } . \ & © NS”; Fa FS. N p EN _ Ju - | , $ vY* > 
FJ LA LBC» OO ERS ENS CASE EOS D7 R144 X $8 + #3t:71 e047, C: OHNLy:. SUL C- 
+ % 4 W [! = - 
5 i - ' ER , 4 Sa . : 4 pag '&y + \ p ſ - n ; 4 » - . . 
© 0, Eb © £ ES n n 4 y i J):; it) kj v - [; 5 d | F *: 4 ( #5 i 1.11 C t] F-; i" 124 4 j I f wi + 4 i1f {i WY 2d ( Ot) 4 'sr 
F a 


S904 47 nt Fare 0 | | rom ail Fteruity; but he 
ny ſaw-it, Cnfurced E109 KTEW If, Mecredl tt not, Torctbid lth Sethe 


. " : as , 5 "> IE } SY a ' F L . S 807 - - : 
2: A«the Lt. forcketh lin, an t vet is. not ths author of cy1i, to he Pcer- 
. O j O ' | } - ES v / | P  - bs j ' 
mitoth Tn ghee donemmnthe Wink: He filtered theme itcs £9 TO ON 1 
. AD 0 ! 4 'Þ 4} , OE ac : EO i z TY 
[CH (AN Tae BY 28! "4 « VAD! Es TSR FS Cf of 88 tl) 'L T W.i5 BOT YET fu). Ct 1s J- L £2, 


He. {uttered Sem: t9 | CAIIY [2,0 35 We read in-the-16th Chap. 2d Book o 
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Semicl: 41 omit {everal other [+3CES Of SCLIpPrUre, of nv tcts mp2Ltas. CE, & 
Cate it-15 fo true, that it needs no proof, tor there 5 nothing; VItely or ew 
IDY GUM WEnUE C2 Camps 01 «tho ll World ,. Which 1s not either. 
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He ſifFers lus own Children to bz tempted, that tacy miy not be ev. 
alted above meaſure, and that they may know the Power of tie Lord, ond 
tiie proof of his Armour. | | 
And thus he fuffers the wicked 15 to 000 cnn their wicheunes, tiat 
ther Condemnation may be -rcoat 


3.1 As he foreſeeth and permitteth evil, #2 ho-orvorgth. 2: FE OPORH of 
tt agſcemeth beſt to his Godly Wiſloin,or as he 15.2 molt. tbl Crentor G7 
od Nature D hots a moft-rifhteous dip icy oft C9 LS ate 
ful afttons of Mankind. 

Et up Elgit unnatural fi in Ring Polopn HEE rr OOTY Al 
maumere fo plginly-delivered, that 07 112 390 10700UD% Load Ot tas 
net recitethe whole Hillory, the words Hot PROTONS Tirebur 
—parpbl. arc tht: 1n-thet 55: .Enan, 65, TL LORE 
SIR rn promo nateo ty Gang ties om Gihran ofa Lt 13 i 
Sad bot Verſe, 2+ rover gnth nn ff rug, fot lr nei 0 ah 7 971 
70 paſs x it is this d ty; ro fave mc: Proticoaltoen Oh erye, they tins, 


God'diſpoſeth it unto good, their minds were vw hoily bot vat 
envy towards: their Brothor, whilſt God's providence was Wort how: ts 
Reg them injaitfimine, and to fave much Peoplealive.. Ins you fre th) 
the Lord doth not 'only torcſee and perinit evil to be vononn wing Welt, 


but in the very doing of it, his Providence is buſy, how to oror ant c- 
{poſe of it, that he may bring it to ſome good Event - I will now pI all 
I: 43; 


thelg three topether, viz, The Pre-ſcicnce, the Permiſſion an Provitence 
of God in the action of ſfinning,and fo couch them under one Exampleand tht 
ſhall be in the ſeducement and fail of Avas, as we have it in the 324 Citiup, of 
the firſt Book of Kine, at the 19th Verſe; It is a place, I muſt needs conteix, 
that hath been ſtrongly urg'd to tax God of injuſtice, for it {-ems God did not 
only permit the falſe Spirits to ſeduce A-ab, but giveth encouragement alſo, 
ſaying, thow ſhalt prevail, adding a commandmceiit ov forty, and likew tis 
afowing of the form of acting in the matter do /v. 

Now that you may know how innocei;t God is in an action of fuch, a pre- 
judice, obſerve well the circumſtances of the place, and the thing inten- 
ded, the thing deſigned was that Ahab ſhould fall at Reamoth Gilead ; and con: 
cerning the means, inquiry was made, who fhould entice 44b, becau'e it 
was not in the nature of God hiwſelf to effect it, therefore that which hz 
doth, he doth by a falſe Spirit, one of Sara's Band and Retinuc. 

But obſerve alſo, God infuſeth no miſchief iato the Spirit, he comes tur- 
miſhed of himſelf, for when one ſaid thus, aud another thus, he proffered 
his ſervice, ſaying, I will entice him, when God demanded the means, he 
Invented the practice, I will be, ſaith he, a falſe Spirit in the mouth 6? 
tis Prophets, . 
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"Thus Reader, a5 ; this Dotrine hath been afficiently Proved, "fuffer the | 
Inſtructions, {1 beſcech thee) ariling from thence to be effectual! y enforced. 
In the firſt place then, it God be not the mover unto cvil, or the author 
of fin, as the Apoſtle here afhrineth, then let no man attribute his ſin unto 
(304, by {4110g, God move me to do thus or thus : For rerd:tio 144 cx te 
O Jira 1, thy tin 1s of thy felt ', and thou art the cauſe of thy own ruins. | 
\Ve caiuvot but be ſenlible that it 15 a great wickedneſs of this preſent 
Age too, too heathenitfh to. in ure the favit when they have fiancd unto 
the Stars and Planets, by liying, they were born under a Malignant Planet, 
41d that the Stars I; id fore-! P ned their £0 210%, awry: But to this St. Auſt 1 an- 
ſwers, and ſaith, rar ro Gere nf Gol di th rot only execll all the Stars ard Plan- 
cis in Heauwn, bit allo contri the very Aircl 2:4 Devils in Hell,, And it you 
look 1310 the-torb:Cl 141, ONT :700 Ha at the 24 Verſe, you ſha'l not only ſin 
this jpidicial Altrology to be con EIRNEU 41S 4 eatheniſh Invention, but 
allo-the People of Gol to by Feet 4 that they ſhould not rele upor 
ſuch Valn 4gns and conſtellations. 

2dly, Others there be which flick not at this only, bit reach more LNMNC 
diately at God hunſelt, by ſaying, God w ry have it thus, and tins; and if 
God would not, 1 conl:: not have done | , for Who can robill It his POWEr. 

Thus, -when they have ſpit: the b! 0 of the inn nt like water upon 
the ground, defiled their Netyhbours beds, and provusd Heaven with 
many prefumtuous fins, as R 103, Re cries, \urthers, Go 10:15, and the 
lize; they will (pucout ab Lafpnemy ; bs MC Sf 100 humſei', by countenancing 
their 11ns$ under bis authority; an; bk plc caulns that they have done hut the 
will ot God, in comm FOR: r fuch wickedneR acainlt him: 

"Ts true, bit ue IS 4 WH], agalnſt bis. will, th: it boca \: they 1d not value or 
regard tn: 1 which God had publickly enjoyneil thein, they thculd do another 
thing vw hci he had privately deterinined ; an Ie that tulfilleth the wilf 


y 


of God 14 this in tuen, or rither wy will of God is falfilled upon him, will 
CCrLalily, witli! ut tinr-l F and! Uteloned IUSUERES , P<riih unto all Eternity. 
F aint ny Emmet cont AFR noOt,vl he Ate FA OUTEE} | LTC LO ond his for=- 
MET.PTrQj nj tie; F Heh 3 df ine PO 6 EURLnaT A 1 } NJltitnu's QrINIg Out of theis 
Words. bur 65055 DAY. 1a mnt Fogel ant any TY Gr. 1, lj 21: 1 entheeds 
AS thts AERO AA ties but every Mans falling; into anve Sm eeomes Fom 
mich, hixowafl rexherd. SEmu pp. tic izetts,. and tenders = 7 ome kantive.carnat 
i 61 Xt ENS 5 \ S-;] | { Gaol v1 UNO <INe 


Lc +SS © 


' 
++ 14k 


” T. For his Body; though it was formed out of the Daft, yet we muſt 
*conſider, that the Earth was not then corrupted, nor at that time infe&ted, 
'the Corruption came afterwards through the fall of Adam, when that curſe 
of God was laid upon it by reaſon of A1ams Sin ; Crr/ed is the Farth for thy 
ſake, Gen. 3. 17. In ſs:row ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life,Thnrns alſo and 
To:/Hes ſhall it bring forth unto thee : Betore that, Man was free, and had a poſ- 
fibility to live for cver. 

2, For his Soul, it was moſt divine and heavenly, ( D/: ime particu; Aura ) 
deiae a ſpark of Diviaity infuſed by God himieif, who breathed into Man the 
breath of Life, and made it ſpiritual like uato himſelf - It was not of the 
Eſſeace of Go, for then it ſhould have been equal with God, but it was ſuch 
a workmanſhip, as {il reſzmble him in true holineſs and perfect integrity. 

3. As for the tac:ities of his Soul, tirey were likewiſe pure, his reaſon and 
underſtanding was clear, without any biindneis or impertection at all; His 
»will was free from all Bondage,Coaccton, or Compultion whatſoever, ſo that 
mone but himſelt could have brought any inconventencies, or damage unto 
Himſelf. | 
There's no fault then upon Gods ſide poſlilly to be found, no hard mcaſtre 
offer'd by him : He gave unto Man all things neceſſary and commodious for 4 
pleaſant and an happy life, he gave him liberty and freedom to ſtand, what 
more could he deſire ? It was miſerable Man then, that was the cauſe of his 
own ruine, who abuſed that power which God had given him, by fiffcring 
the Devil that great Enemy of Mankind, who always Enveighed at his proſ- 
perity, to beguile and poyſori him with an Apple, not by- force, but by de- 
ceit, working on the Woman, the weaker Vellcl, the being poytoned, poyſo- 
neth her Husband, and the poyſon being contagious ; ſpreads it felt through 
all the facultics both of Body and Soul, and that deadly too: For ſo God had 
 Faid before, in the day that thou eateſt thereof thou [ale ſurely dye, Gen. 2-17. 
; i an Was ”oTy after all thes, ſubject Hrto-all niftrmitia = [17s Boay ft) the Temporal, liis 
” Sonl unto the Spiritual and eternal Denth. 

There is neither Diſeaſe of the Body, nor Sicincis of the Soul, but what 
came in with Sin, not unto Adam only,but uito us 1413 Ollfpring ; for thouoh 
at firſt he only ſinned,yet we are culpabie through his Fact,and 1t is derived 
unto us both by 1nputation and propagation. | 

1. By imputation, fo ſaith thz Apoſtle, Ron. 4, ig. Byore 12s difitec- 
#CNce many were maae S1mmers, ; | 

2, By Propagation, Ezck. 18, 2, Toc Faticis hate carton four Granrcs, and the 
Childrens Teeth are jet v3 edge, | 

So that now (our natures being corrupted) the ſoundneſs and integrity ot 
all-the faculties therein are diſeaſed, the Image of Gol is wholly defaced, the 
Soul is taken up witha Majs gf Iajiſtice, and we are ſibject to a necefſity of 
SLIRNKAY, Fog 
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'l For as it was true of Man in the State of Innocency, Pot eſF Fon peec.cre, he 
might if he would, not have Sinned, becauſe God left him in the hands of his 
own Counſelgand gave him liberty both ways, cither to Sin,or not to Sin ; 
conow it is tric in the State of Corruption, 07 poteſt non peccare, he cannot 
chooſe but ſin ; the whole lump of his Nature being ſour'd with that anticnt 
teaven ; nor ſhall he ever be delivered from that Corruption, wherennto he 
isSubject, until ho attains unto the State of glorification, wherein it ſhall as 
certainly be verified, non poteſt peccare, he cannot Sin, thouglrie would, cor - 
uption having put on incorruption, both in Body and Soul. 
' Which neceſſity of Sinning in the mean tune is not in any external cauſe, 
| hot inthe decayed Nature of Man, upon the fall whereof cometh Vanity in 
{| the Mind, and a frowardneſs in the Will, to depart from the living God. 
'Thus then youſee the immediate cauſe of Sin, to be our own corruption 
and concupiſcenſe, which draweth us away from the rules o. Reaſon, and 
the right Paths at Gods commandments : nor is this true only in the witk-" 
ed and reprobate,but even in the deareſt Children of God; They are not tree: 
from this Original infe&ion, they have many combats and conflicts in them. 
There is /Þm:ac! againſt 1/.rac, tne Fieſh againſt the Spirit continually ſtri- 
ving ; S. Paul himſelf complained hereof, Rom. 7, 23. He found one Law in 1s. 
* Mind, another in his embers, ſtriving againſt the Law of his Afind, and leading 
him from that which was truc, juſt, and holy, unto the contrary v hich he 
did not allow of, | 
Thus then we ſtill tce the former propoſition to be very true, v:z. That 
God is not the mover unto Evil, nor the Atthor of Sin, but: every Man is 
Tempted when he 1s drawn away by his own Luſt and enticed. For there 
is an abſolute Antipathy betwixt God and Sin, as being contrary to 
his divine Nature, whict: is pure and holy. Let no Man then ſay at any 
time, when he 1s tempted nato evil, God cauſed him to err, for he hath na 
need of Sinful Man ; The Lord hateth all abomination of Errour, and they 
that fear God, love it not, faith the Son of Syrach, Eccles, 15. 11, 12. Againia 
the laſt Verſe of nat Chapter he hath Commanded no man to do wickedly, 
neither hath he given aay mana a I.icenſe to Sin. 
 Ininelaſt ptace, this Doctrine may teach us all not to ſulter our ſclves at any 
time to be Crawn away by our bivn Luſt and Concupiſcence ; not to heark- 
en to the Uictates of our own corrupt Natures, but toendeavour with alt 
Immaginable re'iltance to oppole thoſe unruly Motions, and evil inclicati- 
ons, which do daily tempt aad foliciteusto vivlate the ſacred Laws of our 
Maker, | 
In a word, whenſoever the Devil ſhall ailublt us by any manrer of Temp- 
tation , let us I beſeech you both remember and practiſe what 'S. Peter hath 
Preſcribed untous 1, Peter 5. 9. Whom reſiſt ſtedjaſt in the Futh aid by how 
: will, 


Heb The > watchful for his Prey, let #4 Thefecch you, be fo. 
the more war Hl wnto-prayer to withſtand bin. 


It is good Advice, which the Wiſeman gives, i=. That we e ſhould ail 
the water no Paſſage, nonotalittle; ſo we how d give as ſinall an entrang 
unto Satan as poſſibly may be , for let bat one foul Spirit enter and reſt; 
while in thy Soul, and by and | by Legions will be there, and then Satan w 
be like the Centurions Servaut in one part, but not in the other ; bid hh 
come and he comes preſently, but bid him £0 and he will not be gone with 
out much ado, for if you once give him an Inch, he'll be ſure to take an 

Let us thercfore (ovſtare principtis ) wichſtand him in the beginning of þ 
aſlavlts, and life our ſins in their firſt conception, before th ey arc brough 
forth into action, for when once Luſt hath cence; ved, it brivgerh | 'rth ſin, and | 
Then it 1s fin: ſhed bringeth fortt death, death and deſtrution both to body amt 
ſoul, and a final rejection from God and all divine Mercics, which mant 
fin hath jultly deſerved from the hand of his Creator. 

I might indeed here enlarge a great deal more, but I think it needlefy 
having made out the main points of the Tect, and anſwered all the objection 
that might poſſibly have been brought to 0 poſe it. 

$0 1 beſcech all that bear the neme of Ciiltians, to abandon every w icks 
concelt, or opinion of their Maker, and likewiſe not to be any way Concer 


ned for the non-apprehention o! tho ſublune myſteries, which he doth 0 
think either profitable, Or CON 


let us all unanimouſl, 


clutent for us to be acquainted with : 


wow in the diligent fulfilling this moſt ſeaſon b 
and excellent advice of » / Fear God and k:. 'e1> his Commandmentt 


for this is the Whole Dat, df: kl an; This is inde2d the Will of God, and th 
end ofall our obligations to him, ith which we are ch reed, and to which w 
are all enjoyned : But as for the Books of God's Councils and {ecret Decreg 
which are claſped up, that no man may 1 cad them, let us leave them unto 
Lamb and blelled Trinity ; But thoſe ot oſer,aun; | the Prophets,of Chrilſt,; 
his Apoſt]-s, are written for our Inſtruction, and to. var Poſteritie's ofrend 
Theſe let us ſearch, aud inquire into with a | imagiu.uble care ard ©ligend 
and with reverence and ſubmiſſion, let us with the Pr: plict David Meditat 
upon taem day, and Niyht, that hercby our Sinful $0..1s inay be amended 


and faved finally in the day "of our Lord Jeſus. Amen. 
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